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Term 1 has absolutely flown by, and it is hard to believe 

that Easter is upon us. New students in 2021 have settled 

in well, and things are ticking along nicely at the Woden 

School. It has been lovely to be out and about in 

classrooms this week and seeing students excited by a 

range of Easter activities.  

There have been many highlights this term. The 

swimming programmes in all levels of the school have 

been going ahead and it has been great to see students 

learning about water safety. We have also had a number 

of school activities including the meet and greet in week 

3, and a very successful Harmony Day in week 7.  

It was my absolute pleasure to attend the Capital Chemist 

awards on March 11. At this event three of our students 

Sam, Isaac and Kara were awarded significant 

scholarship awards for their ongoing commitment and 

contribution to The Woden School Community. A huge 

congratulations to these students, their teachers and 

families.  

I am also very pleased to announce the appointment of 

the new Deputy Principal, Laura Simsen. Laura has a 

range of leadership experience in educational settings 

and joins us most recently from Stromlo High School. I 

am sure you will get to know Laura in the coming weeks.  

Finally, I am very excited to be working with the P&C to 

plan for what will be my very Bricks experience. I have 

heard wonderful things about this event and cannot wait 

to see it in full swing on the weekend of the 22-23rd May. 

As always, please feel free to contact myself or a member of the leadership 

team at any time if you have any questions regarding The Woden School, 

or your child's education. 

Happy and safe holidays, James Malone 



IMPORTANT 
CONTACTS 

 

Front office:  

6142 0200 

http://

www.thewodens.act.edu.au

/  

 

Special Needs 

Transport:  6205 3555 

https://

www.transport.act.gov.au/

about-us/accessible-travel/

special-needs-transport-for-

students  

 

Q City:  6128 9313 

https://

www.qcitytransit.com.au/  

 

 

 Communities @ work 

After School Contact 

   0417 043 761 

https://commsatwork.org/  

 

Nutrition Australia:     

6162 2583 

https://

www.nutritionaustralia.org/  

Last day of Term1 
Thursday 

1 April 

First day of Term 2 
Monday 

19 April 

New Hen House 

Over the last year John Bowyer and Sandy Beggs have been building a 
chicken coop with the assistance of some of our students. It has taken quite a 
while to build the chicken palace. It is now home to 5 chickens. Thanks to 
everyone including the Ross family, Bunnings and MA Steel, Yass for your 
support. 
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Mandatory sign in at schools 

 

The Education Directorate has asked for all visitors to ACT 

government schools to sign in using the 

“Check in Canberra” app 



Room 17 in Middle School are honing  their skills of exploring atlas activities. They are 
studying WW1 in History but also improving their Geography literacy. The focus and 
engagement is praiseworthy. They learnt how to go Index, then locate the country and its 
capital. Just  in two weeks students can do with proficiency.  

Room 17 

Middle 

School 

Managing hazardous materials in The Woden School 
 

The ACT Government is committed to ensuring all public school buildings are safe and have the infrastructure to support 
high-quality education. 

 

Most ACT public schools were built at a time when asbestos and lead paint were widely used in the building industry. As a 
recently published list of schools shows, 76 of our 89 schools have lead paint and/or asbestos. Nearly all asbestos in ACT 
public schools is non-friable, also known as bonded or sheet asbestos. 

 

The Woden School was opened in 1974 and both lead paint and asbestos are present at our school.   

 

We know where these materials exist, or are likely to exist, we monitor the locations regularly and we have a management 
strategy in place to keep our school community safe. Detailed reports are kept at the front office in a Hazardous Materials 
Register which you are welcome to view.    

 

If you have any general questions about how we manage hazardous materials drop by the front office, or come along to an 
information night at Canberra College on Tuesday 11 May from 6-8pm.  

 

The session will include members of the Education Directorate’s Hazardous Materials Taskforce, and lead paint expert 
Professor Mark Taylor. He is one of the specialists guiding hazardous materials work in ACT public schools ensuring our 
management is informed by international best practice. 

 

The ACT Government has committed $15 million to remove hazardous materials from public schools during the next four 
years. This is in addition to a school upgrade budget of $99 million which will also help manage lead paint and asbestos.  

 

You can learn more about how hazardous materials are safely managed in our public schools on the Education 
Directorate’s website. It has a fact sheet about lead paint, details about the Directorate’s commitment and approach to 
managing hazardous materials, and it links to a new ACT Health fact sheet about lead exposure and your health. 
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