The Woden School Newsletter

Principals Report

Please note that The
Woden School is a nut-
free zone. We appreci-
ate parents not provid-
ing peanut butter, Nu-
tella or similar sand-
wiches as we have
some students and staff
with severe allergies to
these products. Please
check that any cakes,
chocolates and any
food products brought
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It's hard to believe we're already halfway
through the school year—time really does fly
when you're having fun! Term 2 has been
another fantastic chapter of learning and
growth at The Woden School. That said, | must
admit, I'm definitely feeling the chill of this
frosty Canberra winter a little more each year.
Here's hoping Term 3 brings a bit more
sunshine to the capital!

The standout highlight of the term was, without
a doubt, the world-famous Bricks event and
once again, it did not disappoint. Bricks
continues to grow in popularity, and this year
we were thrilled to raise over $18,000 in
support of our school. A huge thank you to
Snez and the P&C for their incredible effort in
organising this event. Your dedication and hard
work are deeply appreciated by our entire
school community.

Another memorable occasion was the Vikings
Charity Round on Saturday, June 21—a date |
remember well, as it also happens to be my
wife’s birthday (a coincidence she wasn't
exactly thrilled about!). Despite the personal
scheduling conflict, it was a fantastic day that
raised significant funds for TWS. Now in its
second year, our partnership with the Vikings
continues to go from strength to strength, and
we are truly grateful for their ongoing support
and generosity.

Hopefully by now, families have received the
Semester 1 reports. This year, we've been
continuing to develop MyPath, a relatively new
tool aimed at enhancing how we communicate
student learning. I'm keen to hear your
thoughts on how we can continue to improve
this process. If you have any feedback or
questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
I'm confident that in future years, MyPath will
become an integral part of supporting growth
for all students.

As always, | look forward to hearing from you
and working together as we continue to build a
strong and inclusive school community.

Yours sincerely,
James Malone, Principal
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UPCOMING EVENTS  mportant

Contacts
Term 2 Ends 4 July Front Office
Term 3 Starts 22 July 6142 0200

. TWS@thewodens.act.edu.au
Pupil Free Day 21 July
Special Needs Transport
Year 7 Immunisation 15 September 6205 3555
Woden Stock 14 November transit.act.gov.au
Last day Year 10, 11 and 12’s 5 December Sy
6128 9313

Canteen Wednesdays qcitytransit.com.au

Disco Fridays Communities @ Work After
School Contact

0417 043 761
Are you feeling stressed, worried, sad, lonely or anxious?

: : : www.commsatwork.org
You are not alone. This pandemic has been a very troubling and wor-

rying time for everyone. We’d like to show you some online resources

you can access if you are feeling any of these emotions. . .
The Woden School social media

Facebook
Please access these, with the support of a parent or carer if needed, if

you need some information, tips, and tricks to help you ease some of The Woden School
the discomfort caused by experiencing these (very normal) difficult

) https://www.facebook.com/
emotions.

TheWodenSchool/

Reach Out resources for young people 14 - 25 (via Beyond Blue
website portal)
https://coronavirus.beyindblue.org.au/managing-my-daily-life/young-
people-aged-14-25.html

Head to Health
https://www.headtohealth.gov.au/

Our Priorities 2022—2026
1. Engaging Curriculum and pedagogies
2. Student voice and agency

Student centred learning communities




Year 7 Immunisations
Monday 15th of September. Consent cards will be sent out to

parents week 4 Term 3.

Last Day For Year 10, 11 and 12 Student’s 2025
Friday 5th of December

Parent Car Pick ups:

, unless otherwise organised with the front
office. This is so buses have time to be loaded and cleared to allow for a
safe transition home. Please . Pull up along the front
apron and your young person will be called.

Please notify school office of any absences before 9.30am.



Insurance and Ambulance Transport

The ACT Education Directorate does not provide
any insurance cover for injury, disease or illness to
students resulting from school activities or school-
organised excursions. Claims for compensation are
met where there is a legal liability to do so.
Liability is not automaticity and depends on the
circumstances in which any injury, disease or
illness was sustained.

As there is no automatic insurance cover for per-
sonal injury if your child is injured at school or
during a school-organised activity/excursion you
should therefore consider whether taking out
personal insurance cover for your child is warrant-
ed.

This insurance might cover constancies including
medical/hospital expenses, ambulance transport
outside the ACT, and cancellation of transport/
accommodation or loss of/damage to luggage.

The ACT Ambulance Service

ambulance transport for students who are injured

provides free

or suddenly become ill at school or during an
approved school organised activity within the ACT.

Attention Parents/Carers of Students
with Medical Conditions.

It is essential that we maintain accurate and up to
date information on all medical conditions. If at
anytime the health care needs of your young
adult changes, please notify the front office.

It is your Responsibility to update general Medical
Information and Consent forms and other medical
condition treatment plans yearly. Thank you

Privacy Notice—School Accidents/

Incidents

The Woden School collects information about
Injuries and incidents which occur at the school or
on school-organised activities, on behalf on the
ACT Education
Information may be personal
defined in the Information Privacy Act 2014 and
the Health Records (Privacy and Access) Act 1997.
The information is usually included in a Student

Directorate. Some of the

information as

Accident/Incident Report or Notification of a
Critical Incident together with any Accompanying
witness statements.

The purpose for which the information is collected
include notifying the Territory’s insurances and
legal advisers of injuries and incidents and
ensuring that the school itself has accurate and
complete records. The Directorate unusually
provides the form and any other information
relevant to the accident/incident to the ACT Insur-
ance Authority and the ACT Government Solicitor.
Information may also be provided to WorkSafe
ACT in accordance with ACT Work Health and

Safety Act 2011

Schools have a duty of care to keep students safe.
Where an injury or incident occurs schools have an
obligation to determine what has happened and
therefore question students. Schools may also ask
students to make statements in writing and sign
these statements.



Meet George - The Woden School’s
Four-Legged Friend Making a Big Difference

In January this year, The
Woden School welcomed a
very special team member—
George, a mini-groodle with a
big heart. In just six short
months, George has quickly
become a loved and valuable
member of our school
community.

With his calm personality,
joyful manner, and love for
people, George has made a
lasting impression on both
students and staff. He spends
his days visiting selected
classrooms and the school
library, working alongside
teachers and students to
support the development of
key social and emotional skills.
From promoting emotional
regulation and encouraging
safe interaction, to modelling
care and compassion, George
plays an important role in
fostering a positive school
environment.



George’s presence has been particularly impactful for students
who may find the school day overwhelming. His gentle nature
helps students feel calm and supported, with many finding it
easier to attend school knowing George will be there. One
teacher has even begun using George’s visits to help manage a
personal fear of dogs—showing the broad and inclusive benefits
George brings to our school.

For many students, George is more than a dog—he’s a trusted
friend. One student proudly shared that George is his “number
one best friend.” Whether it’s a quiet cuddle or a fun game of
tug-of-war or fetch, George offers comfort, joy and
unconditional affection to all.

Having George as part of The Woden School has enriched our
school culture in immeasurable ways. We are so lucky to have
him—and we look forward to many more moments of tail wags,
happy hearts, and positive learning ahead.



JCE Learning on the Fly

Can our students prepare sandwiches and then turn around to serve them from a
commercial food truck? Yes, yes, they can. Two very positive participants from The
Woden School have been working alongside several students from Black Mountain
School to do just that. During term two, Emma and Wesley have participated in an
8-week work training program called “Learning on the Fly” all students are working to
completing two units: Use hygienic practices for food safety SITXFSA005 and Prepare
and present sandwiches SITHCCC025 which are part of a Certificate Il in Hospitality.

The students are being trained off-campus at JCE Positive Outcomes’ hospitality facility
where they have been applying all that they are learning. Trainer Nicole Lewis, an
experienced café owner and pastry chef, has led students through the many steps of
good hygiene in the kitchen and safe food practices. Some concepts the students have
covered are cross-contamination, personal protective equipment and the temperature
at which different foods need to be stored at. Everyone has endeavoured to create both
traditional sandwiches like ham and cheese and used their creativity in making new
combinations including a butter chicken sandwich using Rotti bread. It will be no
surprise that each participant enjoyed eating what they made and making new friends,
however they also liked taking swaps of items in the environment and watching the
bacteria grow in Agar plates over the duration of the course. There were some colourful
and hairy samples by week 7!

At the program’s culmination, the students worked as a team on a fully operational food
truck to serve staff at Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning. Once service was
complete the participants received their graduation certificates and enjoyed a lunch
with their families. Participants and teachers have shared what a positive, practical
program it has been.



JCE Learning on the Fly



VIKINGS CHARITY
ROUND

On the 2Ist of June, the
Vikings Club collaborated
with The Woden School to
host another Charity
Round to raise money for
the P&C.




VIKINGS CHARITY

ROUND

Our talented student Kirsten
designed this years jersey, which
was auctioned off as part of the
fundraiser.

BHNRILRVEERSEN

Artist; Kirsten Accoom



LC3 Swimming Excursion

Students in LC3 have been enjoying their swimming excursions this term.
Rooms 16 and 17 took turns attending the Lakeside Leisure Centre in
Tuggeranong every alternate Wednesday, while Tommy from Room 12
travelled via the Action Bus, and Max enjoyed his session on Fridays at
Malkara School.

Swimming has been a valuable and enjoyable experience—not only
providing fun and physical activity but also supporting the sensory needs of
our students. These sessions have helped students stay calm, regulated, and

ready to engage in their learning.












Exploring the Future: Post-School Bus Tour Supports
Families with Transition Planning.

On Tuesday 17th June, The Woden School hosted a special post-School Bus Tour for
families, providing parents and carers with the opportunity to explore a range of disability
service providers across South Canberra. The aim of the bus tour was to support families as
they begin planning for their young person’s transition from school to adult life by
connecting them with programs and services tailored to a variety of needs and interests.

Throughout the day, families visited five service providers, each offering a different format
of post-school activities and supports to foster the individual’s skill development, social
connection and community engagement.

Here2Help at Westwood Farm - Kambah

The day began at the tranquil Westwood Farm, home to the Here2Help program. Immersed
in nature, this service offers participants opportunities to engage in animal care, gardening,
and outdoor activities. Here2Help focuses on developing independence, communication,
vocational skills, and emotional well-being. Families were impressed by the relaxed,
inclusive approach and their dedication to supporting individuals with complex needs in a
natural environment.

Communities at Work - Tuggeranong

A well-established name in the region, Communities at Work extended a warm welcome to
families with a morning tea prepared by participants of the program. As people enjoyed
their cup of tea, they heard about the wide range of disability programs across age groups
the service provides. Their services include after-school and holiday groups, as well as adult
day programs focused on skill-building, social connection and independent living. They also
offer NDIS coordination, helping families navigate their plans with confidence.

Willing to Care - Isabella Plains

This small, family-run service is operated by Will, Helen, and a close-knit team of support
workers. Based in a welcoming home environment, Willing to Care offers personalised,
one-on-one support. Families described the setting as homely and warm, with one parent
noting, “It doesn’t feel like a facility—it feels like a home.” The service stood out for its focus
on genuine relationships and a nurturing atmosphere.

Marymead CatholicCare

Marymead CatholicCare is a values-driven provider offering a broad spectrum of services
aimed at helping young people and their families transition into adulthood. Their programs
support life skills development, community participation, and independence building. The
team shared a clear commitment to helping individuals achieve their personal goalsin a
respectful, safe, and supportive environment.



Daydream Machine

Daydream Machine caters specifically to neurodivergent young people aged 9-21, offering
creative project-based programs in music, arts, and technology. The emphasis is on
nurturing talents and interests while building self-belief, confidence, and career pathways.
This innovative service sparked excitement among many families for its fresh and inspiring
approach and how the environment caters to the individual interests of participants as well
as just being a really cool space for young people to meet with their friends and hang out.

Johnny H

Johnny H provides an exciting range of programs designed to develop work readiness, life
skills, and social connections. These include regular activities like Friday night pizza parties,
weekend getaways, and even overseas adventures, offering participants both fun and
opportunities to grow their independence and confidence.

A Well-Earned Lunch Break

Midway through the tour, families and staff enjoyed a generous lunch at the Harmonie
German Club. The relaxed setting provided a welcome break in the busy day, and the
opportunity for families to share common experience, information and enjoy friendly
conversation. The speedy service ensured the group stayed on track. Greatly appreciated by
the organisers!

The Post-School Bus Tour proved to be a valuable, eye-opening experience for all involved.
Families appreciated the opportunity to meet support staff, see programs in action, and
consider which environments and approaches might best suit their young person’s future
goals.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the service providers who welcomed us so warmly and
generously shared their knowledge and time. Thank you also to the families who
participated—your questions, insights, and reflections helped make the day a success.

If you would like more information about any of the programs visited or need support with
post-school planning, please contact The Woden School on 6142 0200 and ask for Judith
Sands, Pathways Co-ordinator.

For questions about the NDIS and funding options for post-school supports, appointments
can be made through the school with a Feros Care representative, who is available onsite
every Wednesday.
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Bricks 2025

Student Competition Winners

Theme: Places that are important to you

Brandon W
My House &
Master Wu

James D, Aarav K,
Faraz H, Dylan A,
JojoE &
LachlanR
Our New Pool

April]
My Dream
House
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The Woden School Canteen Menu

Food freshly prepared by the student canteen work team

IMPORTANT: Recess can be either pre-ordered or purchased over the counter.
Lunch must be pre-ordered.

HOW TO ORDER

Orders must be placed in the bucket at the front office on Wednesday mornings.
Clearly write on a paper bag: name, year, recess & lunch order with amount included.

Our canteen only runs on WEDNESDAYS

WEEKLY LUNCH SPECIALS
$8.00

Drinks (available at recess and lunch)

Juice popper $2.00
Milkshake (chocolate/strawberry/caramel)  ¢3 50
Smoothie $3.50

Water 250ml $1.00
Week 1: Swedish meatballs with

Recess only

Mini pizzas $2.00 [EELERel¥:1de!

Biscuits ERSIUN |\ eck 2: Katsu chicken curry with

Jelly Cup $1.00 rice

Sausage roll $3.50

Arancini balls $4.00 JACELSCHEEEINCINlsEETEE

Hot chips ZASIUM \\/eck 4: Grilled chicken burger
Week b: Tacos
Week 6: Hotdogs

;““:h?:'y SOl \Week 7: Steak sandwich

H::n Henes Week 8: Italian deli sandwich

Ham & Cheese/ Ham, Tomato &Cheese Week 9: Hamburger

Vegemite

Week 10: Beef kofta wraps

Vegemite and cheese




| Feros Care
ACT Meetings

Education

Dear Parent / Carers.

Feros Care, the Local Area Coordinators for NDIS will return to The Woden School in
week 2 of term 3 on Wednesday the 30" of July, 2025. There will be one representative
on site offering a 2pm and 3pm appointment to assist the Woden Schools families with
NDIS related matters.

This could be;

e Applying for NDIS,

e Assistance with planning how to use your approved NDIS plan,

e Requesting a review of your plan

e Assistance with planning for post school life. What to consider and ask for as the
needs of your child change.

e Assist with connecting you to government and community services.

e Answer any questions you may have about support services, community
engagement, holiday programs etc.

The sessions will occur fortnightly for the duration of one hour, and you can book a
meeting for a 2pm or 3pm time slot.

Dates available:
Wednesday 30™ July
Wednesday 13™ August
Wednesday 27" August
Wednesday 10" September

Please email The Woden School on TWS@thewodens.act.edu.au or call the front office on
6142 02 00 to book a meeting.

Please note bookings are subject to availability.


mailto:TWS@thewodens.act.edu.au
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RAID Basketball

RAID Northside - Wednesdays 6:30-8:30pm @ Radford College,
Bruce
RAID Southside - Fridays 5:30-7:30pm @ Marist College, Pearce

Contact us: activey.canberra@ymca.org.au
Ph: 0407 262 975



Holiday Program Schedule 9.00 - 3.00pm

Willing to Care

Movies at Limelight Cinemas
Smurfs or Superman

Questacon Visit.
https://events.canberra.com.au/w
hats-
0n/663d90150e20fc446d71f525/q
uestacon-presents-zap-clank-pow

Xmas in July in Queanbeyan

Zone Bowling at Tuggeranong
and Lunch after

Cooking Pizza and Music Day

Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve
Or Swimming at Stromlo
Leisure centre

MEGAfauna — Look Alike at the
Botanical Gardens
https://visit.anbg.gov.au/things-
do/whats-on/events/megafauna-
look-alike/

To celebrate World Snake
day, we are going to the
Canberra Reptile Zoo

Kambah Adventure Playground
for exercise and a picnic lunch

Mini Golf and Petting Zoo at the
Yarralumla Play Station

Please bring your own morning tea and lunch and money and a Companion Card for excursions
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https://events.canberra.com.au/whats-on/663d90150e20fc446d71f525/questacon-presents-zap-clank-pow
https://visit.anbg.gov.au/things-do/whats-on/events/megafauna-look-alike/
https://visit.anbg.gov.au/things-do/whats-on/events/megafauna-look-alike/
https://visit.anbg.gov.au/things-do/whats-on/events/megafauna-look-alike/

Helping children build
skills, confidence and
independence in
everyday life

Support for children (0—18 years) with
physical and intellectual disabilities or
developmental delays. Therapy is
delivered in the child’'s home,
childcare, or school setting across

Canberra.
Functional Ubper limb
Capacity ?E Assistive technology
erapy

Assessments

Play and early Fine motc.n'. and Self care skills
learning handwriting development
support support

About Canberra Kids OT

Canberra Kids OT is led by Nicole
Darcy, Principal Occupational
Therapist with over 15 years’
experience supporting children
and families.

Scan for more information or to make an
enquiry

www.canberrakidsot.com.au/



https://www.canberrakidsot.com.au/




The next Holiday Happenings edition is now available online.

To see the Programs, Activities & Events happening these holidays go to:

www.holidayhappenings.com.au/online-booklet




Coral’s Cottage

Short-term accommodation for teenagers and young adults up to age of 25.
Do you know a teenager or young person in need of short-term accommodation?
Corals Cottage, located at Narrabundah is now taking bookings.

Coral’s Cottage Day Programs Skill development

Coral’s Cottage, located in Narrabundah, offers short-term accommodation for teenagers and young adults up
to the age of 25 living with moderate to severe physical and/or intellectual disability under the NDIS. We aim to

provide an enjoyable experience, while also nurturing independence away from home.

We support teenagers and young adults to:
e participate in community activities and social outings
e engage in activities that enhance health and wellbeing
» develop independence in daily living skills, personal activities,

schooling, and skill development.

Contact our friendly team to arrange a tour, or for more information
mccg.org.au

please contact STAbookings@mccg.org.au or phone 6162 6100 / 6162 5800



mailto:STAbookings@mccg.org.au

